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 The emerge of “Fermi energy” in SSP is commonly traced in brief sequence from Fermi (and Dirac independently) introducing new quantum statistics (1924) and its applications in SSP- to diamagnetism ( Pauli,1927) and electrons in metals (Sommerfeld,1927-1928).But in his post-mortem (1955) tribute to Fermi Seitz (who with Wigner coined in 1934 the ”Fermi energy” name)noticed that all significant features of the new quantum electron theory of metals were involved in this energy level, introduced by W.Wien as early as in 1913! It’s also acknowledged by Sommerfeld, Wien’s life-long friend and colleague in his classical paper (1928). 
 So, why this pioneering research and discovery is almost totally neglected? Wien’s conception was introduced in the end of his decade long controversy with Lorentz around the cornerstone of classical microphysics- Maxwell-Boltzman’s equi-partition  principle. In 1903-1909 Lorentz  strongly defended Raleigh-Jeans thermal radiation formula against Wien’s and  interpolating Planck’s. But he was especially sensitive to any criticism of the electron theory of metals (introduced by Drude (1901) and developed by Lorentz  himself(1905)) in spite of its evident contradiction to experiment-predicting artifact- non- observed electron gas impact to the metals specific heat capacitance.
 Just after Kammerling Onnes discovery of superconductivity (1911) Wien introduced (1913) his conception of non-thermal origin of the electron energy in metals, furiously attacked the same year by Lorentz himself as unacceptable, unproved and unnecessary speculation. In spite of occasional support (Keesom,1913) this breakthrough Wien’s conception was not popular, mostly due to continuing Lorentz opposition up to 1924. Only in 1925 he partially retreated possibly due to Frenkel joining (1924) the idea of non-thermal energy of electrons and reporting it at Einstein-Planck-Nernst-Laue colloquiam in Berlin(1925).Lorentz survived until the first presentation of Sommerfeld’s theory at Como Congress (1927).

 It’s important to identify that this fundamental SSP parameter was really introduced  not through purely theoretical derivation of new statistics ( which of course afforded proper explanation and numerical calculation), but in the course of difficult semi-empirical efforts to get qualitative agreement in electron gas in metals properties to experiment.
